
St Joseph Parish Pastoral Council 
Thursday, April 16, 2015 

 

Present were: Fr. Kevin Russeau (Pastor),  Amy Barrett (Chair), Ed Jordanich, Chris Slott, Greg Lorch, Janel 
Charlton, Emmeline D’Agostino, Mark Stanish, Nancy Horvath, Mandy Kinnucan, Andrew Polaniecki, Steve 
Matz, Trish Maher, Alicia Fullenkamp and Scott Kachmarik (subbing for Joe Larson). Joe Larson, Pat Richter and 
Mary Stepney were absent.  

I. Preliminary Matters 

    A. Opening Prayer: Scott Kachmarik (for Joe Larson) opened the meeting with a prayer. 

II. Commission Highlights 

     A. School Board – Andrew Polaniecki : School Board joined Pastoral Council for the architects’ presentation 
in March and have not yet met again. 

B. Stewardship – Ed Jordanich: Commission talked about making the Annual Renewal of Giving part of our 
annual report. Ed also asked if Fr. Kevin received any feedback from the reception held by Venli after our recent 
parish survey. Fr. Kevin said attendees responded favorably although felt they weren’t able to ask as many 
questions as they hoped due to time. Fr. Kevin said he could put findings on our website. 

C. Christian Action – Janel Charlton: Commission was happy to have Erin Seeley take on new duties as 
Pastoral Team liaison to their committee. They do need new members and discussed ideas to increase numbers. 
Also reviewed with Erin their ideas for future events and activities. 

D. Christian Formation – Chris Slott:  The Commission did not meet in April due to Easter and Spring Break, 
but previous meeting focused on Easter Resources. They also held discussions on the upcoming World Meeting of 
Families to be held in Philadelphia September 22-27. There will be a four day Congress followed by a Social 
Saturday and a Mass on Sunday. There are tracks for everyone from ages 6 and up, with child care for those 
younger. Pope Francis will be in attendance for the weekend events. The Diocese has information on their website 
and has received grants to help families with fees and accommodations. They have reserved rooms in a couple 
hotels in the area. This event is held every three years. The commission asked whether the parish should promote 
this event. Fr. Kevin said we do have one family going from our parish (the Noems) and they have offered to take 
the lead on daily reflections for people who want to go from St. Joseph. The Bishop has contacted Fr. Kevin and 
asked us to promote the event. Trish asked if the parish might do something here to coincide with the Philadelphia 
sessions, perhaps to tie into their theme. Steve said perhaps afterwards attendees could present something here at 
the parish and share their experience.  

E. Community Life – Mandy Kinnucan: Happy to have Erin Seeley on board as leader. Parish picnic needs 
chairs. Greg Lorch asked if parish should be looking at participation in South Bend’ 150th anniversary celebrations. 
Fr. Kevin said we will hang a couple banners. St. Nick 6 may be part of 150th events. We may look into contacting 
South Bend Tribune for an historical article, preparing an informative flyer for distribution or other ideas to 
participate. 

 F. Liturgy – Scott Kachmarik for Joe Larson: Met Tuesday, reviewed website and made necessary updates. 
Discussed annual year end report. Debriefed on Holy Week and Easter. Mass numbers for the Holy Week and 
Easter liturgies were steady and all went well. The 12:15 p.m. Mass added to Easter Sunday seemed a success with 
about 115 in attendance. Most other numbers were pretty similar to last year’s, with the exception of the 10 am 
Mass which was down a good bit. Probably due in part to the 12:15 Mass and in part to the fact that Spring Break 



began on Good Friday. A few notes for next year: perhaps sound system for the Profession of Faith at the Easter 
Vigil; keep the altar flowers a bit lower in front of the altar so they do not cover it.  
Ed asked how the parish has responded to the change wherein announcements are made prior to the start of Mass 
along with a moment to prepare for Mass, and Fr. Kevin said feedback has been very positive. 

III. Pastor’s Report 

     A. School Addition Update: Four Town Hall meetings were held in March to update the parish on progress of 
our capital campaign and to explain the $900,000 shortfall and kick off our “Bridge the Gap” campaign extension. 
Attendance was fair, each meeting had a different feel, but all went quite well. Questions were asked and answered 
and it seems the parish is being very supportive. A letter was sent last Tuesday asking people to extend their pledge 
or begin a pledge and we already have 10% of our need pledged. Fr. Kevin hopes we can begin construction in 
June. Greg suggested we consider holding additional Town Hall meetings during the project to continue to update 
parishioners on progress. 

    B. Hope Rescue Mission – May 1st:  Every year Pastoral Council sponsors an evening serving dinner at Hope 
Rescue Mission. Fr. Kevin passed around a sign-up sheet and asked Council members to sign in where they can 
help – either as cooks, servers, shoppers, or with financial support. 

 IV. Discussion  

     A. Sunday Nursery:  Council addressed this issue, raised previously, and looked at foreseeable problems: Main 
sticking point would be the danger of sending an unintended message to congregation that their children are not 
welcome at Mass. Great care must be taken to make the point that all are welcome, and parishioners must not make 
fellow worshippers feel badly for bringing even unruly children to Mass. A second downside would be that children 
who do not attend Mass from the beginning will not suddenly understand what Mass is or what is expected of them 
when they begin to attend Mass at age five. Other issues mentioned: liability, especially for infants; ratio of 
caregivers needed for very little ones is quite high; staffing – will adults be willing? Will either adults or youth 
caregivers substitute the child care for their own Mass attendance?; If held in Ackles, large distance from child to 
parents if they are needed. 

      B. New Members for Pastoral Council: Amy Barrett (chair) and Pat Richter will be leaving the Council in 
June as their terms expire. Nominations for new members are being sought. Fr. Kevin asked Council to consider 
persons they might like to nominate and a bulletin notice will solicit nominations from the parish at large as well. 
At the May meeting, Council will discuss nominees and present a short list for Fr. Kevin to invite to join the 
Council. 

      C. Pope Francis’ Encyclical – Chapter 3 - tabled 

 

 

     Next Meeting:  May 21, 2015 
Prayer leader: Lisa Slott 
  

 
Respectfully submitted by Lisa Slott. 
 

 


